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don who was 'Very apprehensive" that it would encourage
Germany in the impression that the Triple Entente was
lacking in solidarity.
Grey's proposal for a conference of the Ambassadors of
four Powers, rejected for various reasons by Germany, not
accepted immediately by France, and put aside by Russia in
favor of "direct conversations/' was quickly suspended by
its author, who also agreed that "the direct exchange of
views between Vienna and St. Petersburg is the most prefer-
able of all"
But these "direct conversations/' suggested by the Ger-
man Ambassador in St. Petersburg, and taken up by Sazo-
nov, were thwarted by Berehtold's refusal to consent to any
modification of his demands, and by his declaration of war
on Serbia with the deliberate purpose of forestalling any
kind of mediation which might prevent Austrian military
action against Serbia.
As it took many hours for telegrams to come and go,
and as the situation changed rapidly from day to day, it was
essential for the success of these various peace proposals
that they should be accepted immediately. But they were
not so accepted. With the exception of England and Italy,
the different Powers, for one reason or another, in the case
of each proposal, either preferred other methods, or delayed
immediate acceptance, or gave a negative reply. So the
proposals for preserving peace made prior to the Austrian
Declaration of War on Serbia fell to the ground. After
Austria had faced Europe with the fait accompli, it was
more difficult than ever to get satisfactory peace proposals
accepted-